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VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
EVENTS LIST

SOCIAL EVENTS

A&W Root beer

AAU Junior Olympics

AAU vs. USSR Basketball

Acquire the Fire

Adrenaline Dance

All American Hunting Show

All-American Wrestling, Inc.

All Canada Show

All City Student Council Dance

All Star Wrestling

American Carpet Institute

American Dance Projekt

American Gladiators Live

American Republic Insurance Company

American Soybean Association

Amerikids Gymnastics

Amateur Radio Ham Fest

AMF Western Tool

Antique Car Show

Arena Cross Series

Armed Forces Dinner

Armed Forces Day Ceremony

Aroma Senses

Artist Clearing House

Arts and Crafts Auction

Assemblies of God Youth Convention

Autumn Festival

Bargain Basket

Bass Club Seminar

Battle at the Barn

Beach Music Party

Beer Can Collectors

Benny Hinn Ministries

Betty Hill Recital
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BI Worldwide

Boy Scouts of America

Camping Review

Career Exposition

Catholic Rally

Central Iowa Square Dance Association

Central National Bank Picnic

Ceramics Show

CFS Food Show

Charity Ball

Chow’s Gymnastics Booster Club

Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses

Chris Evert & Martina Navratilova

Christian Crusade

Chrysalis Foundation

Circus Vargas

Citizens for McCarthy

Civil Defense Disaster Practice

Civil War Ball

Clark Thompson Furniture Sale

Classic Car Show

Copeland Ministries

Currie Dance Recital

Corvette Rally

Country Western Show

Dave Roever Crusade

Des Moines Amateur Radio Festival

Des Moines Area Community College

Des Moines Art Festival

Des Moines Center of Science and Industry

Des Moines Council of Churches

Des Moines Dragons Basketball

Des Moines Drug Company

Des Moines Home and Garden

Des Moines Jaycees Banquet

Des Moines Kennel Club

Des Moines Police Burial Association

Des Moines Public Schools



Veterans Memorial Auditorium events throughout the years

3

Des Moines Women’s Show

Disciples of Christ Convention

Disney on Ice

DMACC Graduation

Don Woods Lipizzaner Horses

Dowling Graduation

Dowling High School Band

Dowling Pancake Feed

Drake Alumni Party

Drake University Basketball Home Games

Drake Blue and White

Drake Heritage Classic

Drake Relays Concert

Drive-In Restaurant

East Graduation

Edgerly Drugstore

Fahrner Custom Autorama Show

Farner Bocken Food Show

Fairco/AGI Food Show

Fellowship House Foundation

Flea Market

Foreign Student Weekend

Get Motivated Seminars

Glory Fight Championships

Goodyear Tire Merchandise

Governor Swearing in Ceremony

Governor’s Inaugural Ball

Grand Prix Road Race

Grand View University

Grain Handlers

Great American Train Show

Greater Iowa Camping Review

Grenadier Guards

Grocer’s Wholesale Co-op

HBO Documentary – Barack Obama

Hall of Fame Dance Challenge, Inc.
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Harlem Globetrotters

Hawkeye Science Fair

Holiday on Ice

Hollywood Vibe

Holmes vs. Ali Fight

Hoover Graduation

Hy-Vee Family Food Festival

Hy-Vee Food/Holiday Show

IAAM Workshops

Ice Capades

Industrial Arts

International Championship Rodeo

International Food Fair

International Harvesters

Iowa AAU Wrestling

Iowa All Stars vs. Soviet Union National Jr. Team

Iowa Association of School Boards

Iowa Bankers Association

Iowa Barnstormers

Iowa Boat Show

Iowa Ceramics

Iowa Cheerleading Coaches Assn.

Iowa Community College Athletic Conference

Iowa Cornets (WBL)

Iowa Corn Growers

Iowa Credit League Banquet

Iowa Credit Union League

Iowa Deer Classic

Iowa Democratic Convention

Iowa Dental Association

Iowa Dept. of Economic Development

Iowa Dept. of Public Health

Iowa FFA Convention

Iowa Farm Bureau

Iowa Fertilizer & Chemical Association

Iowa Florists Convention

Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union

Iowa Golden Gloves

Iowa Grain Dealers Association
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Iowa Health Council

Iowa Health Foundation

Iowa Lumbermen’s Convention

Iowa National Guard

Iowa Parks and Recreation

Iowa Pork Producers Association

Iowa Power Farming

Iowa Products Show

Iowa Reading Association

Iowa Restaurant Association

Iowa Retail Hardware

Iowa Right to Life

Iowa School Food Service

Iowa Snow Show

Iowa Society of Christian Churches

Iowa Sports and Vacation Show

Iowa Stalkers

Iowa State Boys Basketball Tournament

Iowa State Dance & Drill Team Championships

Iowa State Girls Basketball Tournament

Iowa State Education Association

Iowa State Medical Exams

Iowa State Pigeon Association

Iowa State Wrestling Tournament

Iowa Telephone Association

Iowa Welfare Association

Iowa Workforce Development

IRFEA

ISEA Convention

Izaak Walton Dinner

Jefferson/Jackson Dinner

Jimmy Swaggart Crusade

John Deere Credit Union

Joyce Meyer Ministry

Jr. League Bargain Box

Junior League Charity Ball

K & J Go Cart Races

KCCI Womens Expo
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Kelly’s Camping Show

Kennedy Democrats

KIDA Inflation Fighter Sale

Kim’s Academy Karate

Kiwanis Basketball Jamboree

Kiwanis Music Festival

Kiwanis Pancake Feed

KSO Country Western

Labor Day Celebration

Land Improvement Show

Lincoln Graduation

Lendl vs. Becker Tennis Classic

Lennox Industries

Lincoln Day Dinner

Lionel Train Club

Luis Palau Religious Crusade

Lutheran Church of Hope

Lutheran Youth Encounter

March of Dimes Convention

Masonic Ceremony

Master Builders of Iowa

McEnroe Tennis

Memorial Day Program

Mercy College of Health Sciences

Midwest Cage Championship

Midwest Tournament of Champions

Midwestern Paper Company

Motor Thrill Show

Motorcycle Swap Meet

NJCAA National Wrestling Championships

NFO Meeting

National Farm Builders

National High School Coaches Assn.

National Rifle Assn.

National Well Water Exposition

New Life Center

North Graduation
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Oktoberfest

Office of Emergency Planning

Oldsmobile Show

Olympic Dinner

Pat Barton Dance Studio

Payless Cashways Millwork Rally

PCB Tour

Peace Officers Conference

Pentecostal Convention

PEO Sisterhood Convention

Pheasants Forever

Pioneer Seed Corn

Police Variety Show

Polk County Democrats

Polk County Health Department

Post Office Christmas Party

Potentate Ball

Rainbow Connection

Rainbow Girls

Republican Party of Iowa

Ringling Bros. Circus

Roosevelt Graduation

Rodeo

RV, Boat & Camping Show

Science Fair

School Administrators of Iowa

Senator Grassley Dinner

Senator Miller Dinner

Senior Options Expo

Sesame Street Live

Seventh Day Adventists

Showbiz/Prime Time Dance

Showstopper

Soul Extravaganza

Spa, Pool & BBQ Expo

Special Olympics
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Spiegel Sale

Sports Car Show

Sporting Goods Sale

Sportsman’s Fish & Game Extravaganza

State Fair Parade

Stereo Town Sale

Supreme Temple Daughters of the Nile

Talent on Parade

Tall Corn Area Boy Scouts Exposition

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

Title Fight Championship

Toughman Contest

Truck & Tractor Pull

Traveling Show

Two Rivers Festival

Tyson vs. Spinks Boxing Match

United Methodist Convention

United Rubber Workers

Universal Cheerleaders Assn.

University of Tumbling and Trampoline

Urbandale Dance Studio & Gymnastics Club, Inc.

Urbandale Holiday

USA Gymnastics

USA Expositions Fall Home Show

USA Tae Kwon Do

Veteran’s Day Program

Vickers Petroleum

Walt Johnson’s Collectors Extravaganza Show

Warnke Ministries

Weight Watchers Cooking Demonstration

West Des Moines Community School District

Western Tool Party

Wildlife & Western Art Festival

Winter Sports Show

Women of Faith

World Evangelism Inc.
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World of Wheels

World Radio Sale

World’s Toughest Rodeo Bulls/Broncs

World Wide Pictures

Wycliffe Associates

WWE/WWF Wrestling

Za-Ga-Zig Shrine Circus

ENTERTAINMENT WALL LIST OF PERFORMERS

1956
Elvis Presley

Lawrence Welk

Haley’s Comets

1957
Gala Spring Variety

1958
Holiday All-Star Revue

1959
April 14th   Music for America

1961
April 3rd   Stars of Welk    $1.50/3.00

1963
May 31st  Sam Cooke    $3.00/2.50

June 22nd  Jackie Wilson    $1.25/3.00

November 7th  Hootenanny    $2.50/2.00

1965
April 13th  Shindig     $3.00/2.50

May 26th  Shower of Stars   $3.00/2.50

1966
May 25th  Jimmy Dean

July 12th  Herman’s Hermits   $4.00/3.00

September 16th Buck Owens Show   $1.50/3.00

November 14th Herb Alpert & Tijuana Brass  $5.00/4.00/3.00

1967
April 16th  Andy Williams    $3.50-15.00
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June 19th  Paul Revere

August 6th  The Monkees    $6.00/5.00/4.00

1968

July 31st   Herman’s Hermits   $5.00/4.00/3.00

August 21st  The Association

October 3rd  Harry Belafonte

1969

July 2nd   Janis Joplin    $5.00/4.00/3.00

July 30th  The Association

August 7th  Up With People   $4.00/3.00/2.00

August 9th  Steppenwolf    $5.00/4.00/3.00

August 27th  Creedence Clearwater Revival

September 11th James Brown

November 20th Three Dog Night   $5.00/4.00/3.00

December 17th Steppenwolf    $3.50/5.50

1970

July 21st  Tom Jones

August 15th  The Association

September 24th Three Dog Night   $6.00

December 21st  Grand Funk    $6.00

1971

July 21st  The Association

September 23rd The Bee Gees

October 2nd  Soul Extravaganza   $4.00/3.50

October 18th  Jesus Christ Superstar   $4.50/6.50

December 4th  Rod Stewart    $5.00/4.00

December 31st  Buddy Tucker    $5.00/2.00

1972

April 27th  Neil Diamond

May 9th  Creedence Clearwater Revival

June 18th  Johnny Cash

August 19th  Savoy Brown

October 15th  The Lettermen   $5.00/4.00/3.00

December 1st  Deep Purple

December 31st  Porter Wagner   $5.00/4.00/3.00

1973

February 2nd  Grand Funk    $6.00/5.00
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February 27th  Neil Young    $6.50/4.50

April 29th Loretta Lynn & Conway Twitty  $6.00/5.00/4.00

May 22nd  Humble Pie    $5.50/4.50

September 30th Uriah Heep    $5.50/4.50

November 30th Emerson, Lake & Palmer

December 28th Johnny Winter    $6.00/5.00

1974

January 21st  Rare Earth    $6.00/5.00

February 23rd  J. Geils Band

April 7th  John Denver

April 9th  Art Linkletter

April 22nd  George Gobel    $4.50/3.50

June 7th  Porter Wagner   $5.50/4.50/3.50

June 20th  Elvis Presley    $10.00/5.00

July 12th  James Brown

August 26th   Edgar Winter    $6.00/5.00

September 17th Andy Williams    $10.00/7.50

October 28th  REO Speedwagon   $6.00/5.00

November 22nd Doobie Brothers

December 27th Wishbone Ash    $6.00/5.00

1975

February 21st  Helen Reddy

March 25th  Joe Walsh    $6.50/5.50

March 28th  Hank Williams, Jr.   Free

April 8th  Bachman-Turner Overdrive  $6.50/6.00

April 21st  Roger Williams

May 2nd   Foghat     $5.50

May 23rd Conway Twitty w/ Loretta Lynn

July 4th   Alice Cooper

August 7th  Three Dog Night   $6.00/5.00

September 15th Blue Oyster Cult   $6.50/5.50

October 13th  Jethro Tull    $6.00

October 29th  Jesus Christ Superstar   $8.50/7.50/6.50

November 10th Marshall Tucker Band

December 1st  The Who

December 26th Back Oak Arkansas

1976
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January 23rd  ZZ Top      $7.00/6.00

March 4th REO Speedwagon w/ Bob Segar

March 31st  Lynyrd Skynyrd

August 7th  Seals and Croft   $7.50/6.50

October 23rd  Merle Haggard

October 25th  Bob Hope

October 28th  Black Sabbath w/ Boston  $7.00/6.00

November 15th Kansas w/ Montrose   $7.00/6.00

December 28th Foghat

1977

January 21st  KISS     $6.50

February 21st  Jeff Beck and Santana   $6.50

April 18th  REO and Nazareth   $6.50

May 20th  Ted Nugent    $7.00

June 12th  Emerson, Lake and Palmer  $6.50

June 23rd  Elvis Presley    $15.00

June 25th  The Osmonds    $7.00

September 20th Zappa     $6.50

September 29th The Emotions/Commodores  $6.75

October 14th  Anita Bryant    $5.00

October 15th  Blue Oyster Cult   $6.25

November 29th KISS     $7.00

December 16th Ted Nugent    $6.50

December 29th Styx     $6.75

1978

February 12th  Conway Twitty    $7.00

April 24th  REO     $6.50

April 27th  Alice Cooper    $6.50

April 28th  Steve Martin    $7.25

May 1st   Bill Gaither Trio   $5.00

May 18th   Up With People

June 25th  Aerosmith w/ Cheap Trick  $6.75

July 18th  Dolly Parton and Norel Felts  $6.25

December 19th Rush     $7.25

December 27th REO w/ Boyzz    $7.50

1979

April 13th  Bill Gaither Trio   $6.75
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April 27th  Black Pride, Inc.

May 10th  UFO w/ AC/DC    $7.25

July 8th   Cheap Trick    $7.50

September 15th Bad Company w/ Carrillo  $8.00

October 4th  KISS w/ Johnny Cougar    $8.00

October 18th Kenny Rogers and Oakridge Boys $9.50

December 31st  REO     $8.25

1980

February 15th  Molly Hatchet    $8.25

June 12th  Ted Nugent w/ Scorpions  $8.75

September 12th AC/DC w/ Blackfoot   $8.25

September 26th Mel Tillis/Don Williams  $10.00

October 16th  Van Halen    $8.00

December 5th  Molly Hatchet    $8.25

1981

June 13th  Styx     $9.00

September 5th  Second Chapter of Acts

October 16th Jefferson Starship w/ Grace Slick  $9.50

December 8th  Foreigner    $9.50

1982

January 20th  Ozzy Osbourne   $8.50

May 1st  Keith Green

August 4th  Van Halen    $9.25

August 8th  John Denver    $7.00

September 2nd  Second Chapter of Acts

September 8th Rush w/ Rory Gallagher Band $9.50

September 12th Rick Springfield   $9.00

November 7th  Up with People   $4.25

1983

February 1st  Judas Priest    $9.00

March 1st   Triumph w/ Molly Hatchet  $9.25

April 7th  Journey w/ Bryan Adams  $12.00

July 15th  Hank Williams, Jr.   $9.00

August 2nd  Lover Boy w/ Quiet Riot  $10.25

November 4th  Rock ‘n Roll Revival   $10.00

1984

January 15th Quiet Riot w/ Saga and Girlschool $11.00
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1985

March 17th  KISS     $14.00

June 13th  Dallas Holm and Praise

June 26th  Iron Maiden    $12.00/13.00

July 5th   Bryan Adams    $13.50

July 31st  Rick Springfield   $13.50

August 26th  Night Ranger    $13.50

September 20th Ratt w/ Bon Jovi   $13.50

October 6th  AC/DC     $14.50

November 2nd  Amy Grant w/ Bob Henderson $12.50

November 15th Conway Twitty w/ The Whites  $12.50

1986

January 31st  Janie Fricke    $12.50

March 4th  Tom Jones    $17.50

March 16th  KISS w/ King Cobra   $14.00

March 23rd  Loverboy w/ The Hooters  $14.00

April 20th The Kendalls, Vern Gosdin, Ronnie Robbins

May 10th  Sandi Patti    $10.50

May 20th  Dallas Holm and Praise

May 26th  Van Halen    $15.75

October 23rd  Anne Murray    $15.75

November 19th George Jones / John Anderson $13.75

1987

February 6th  Alice Cooper w/ Megadeath  $15.75

April 12th Marty Haggard, Dottie West, B.J. Thomas

April 13th  REO w/ Georgia Satellites  $16.25

May 4th  Wayne Newton   $16.50

May 22nd  Mike Warnke

May 28th  Hank Williams and the Bama Band  $15.25

July 11th  The Monkees w/ Weird Al Yankovich $15.75

July 12th  Motley Crue w/ White Snake  $16.00/15.00

July 21st  Starship w/ Cutting Crew  $14.25

October 16th  Oakridge Boys w/ Bellamy Bros.  $16.50

December 2nd   The Cars w/ The Brandos  $16.00

December 4th  KISS     $15.50

1988

May 5th  George Jones w/ Conway Twitty  $16.75
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June 10th   America w/ Three Dog Night  $14.50

August 5ht  Cruzzin America/ Oldies Show  $12.00

August 23rd   Lynyrd Skynyrd   $16.50

September 4th  James Taylor    $17.25
October 18th Amy Grant w/ Michael Smith, Gary Chapman  $15.75

1989

May 19th  Carman Ministries

November 3rd Kenny Rogers w/ Eddie Rabbitt, Patty Loveless  $16.75

December 14th John Denver Christmas  $16.25

December 17th Roger Miller    $14.00

1990

June 2nd  KISS w/ Faster Pussy Cat, Slaughter  $17.25

July 4th   Milli Vanilli w/ Young MC  $19.25

July 23rd  Carman Ministries

August 28th  Moe Bandy & Friends   $13.00

October 16th Kenny Rogers w/ Travis Tritt, Eddie Rabbitt $6.75

November 17th Robert Plant w/ Faith No More  $19.25

1991

June 1st  Red Skelton    $20.75

June 7th  Warrant w/ Trixter, Firehouse $16.75

July 22nd  Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles $14.50

August 20th  ZZ Top     $20.00

October 18th   Sandi Patti    $13.75

November 6th  Metallica    $18.75

December 17th Louise Mandrell   $14.00

1992

April 28th  Louise Mandrell   $22.50/17.50/12.50

June 1st The Association, The Shirelles, Andy Childs $15.00/13.50

June 2nd  Carmen Ministries

June 4th  Lee Greenwood   $10.00

July 5th   Michael Bolton w/ Kathy Traccoli $20.75

July 19th  Natalie Cole    $25.00

July 31st  Tesla w/ Firehouse   $17.75

October 18th  Kenny Rogers w/ Billy Dean  $18.50/16.50

November 5th  Reba McEntire w/ Brooks & Dunn $19.75

November 10th Bellamy Brothers w/ Paulette Carlson $13.50

December 12th Mantovani Christmas   $10.00
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December 15th Def Leppard    $20.25

December 16th  Wild Rose, LeRoy VanDyke  $15.25

1993

January 3rd  Damn Yankees w/ Jackal  $12.75

April 20th  Michael W. Smith w/ D.C. Talk $23.75/18.75

April 22nd Andy Childs, Lou Christie, Leslie Gore $13.50

May 23rd Poison w/ Damn Yankees, Firehouse $25.25/20.25/10.00

July 2nd   Lynyrd Skynyrd   $9.50

October 8th  Moody Blues    $35.25/27.75/22.75/11.75

October 25th Eddie Rabbit, Andy Childs, Robin Lee $13.50

December 3rd Reba McEntire w/ John Michael Montgomery $21.00

December 13th LeRoy VanDyke, Small & Festival $13.50

1994

April 19th  Token, Coasters, Shangri-Las  $13.50

April 30th  Rap Concert    $27.00/25.00

July 15th  Janet Jackson w/ MC Lyte   $48.00/30.00

July 16th Crosby, Stills & Nash w/ Fleetwood Mac  $38.00/26.00/13.00

October 17th  Lee Greenwood   $13.50

November 30th Bill Anderson, Ferlin Husky, Bobby Helms  $16.00

December 1st  Oakridge Boys Christmas  $22.75/18.75

1995

May 22nd Tim McGraw w/ Little Texas, Blackhawk  $25.50/23.00

September 28th John Anderson, Amie Comeaux $14.50

November 8th  Sons of the Pioneers   $20.00

1996

April 3rd  Gary Puckett, Grass Roots  $15.00

April 16th  Immature    $18.50/15.50

December 20th Jett Williams, Billy Walker  $20.00

1997

April 9th  Three Dog Night, Kingsmen  $15.00

June 17th Moody Blues w/ The Des Moines Symphony $50.00/37.00/27.00/21.00

October 16th  Billy Dean, Crystal Bernard  $15.00

November 22nd Motley Crue w/ Cheap Trick  $32.75/25.25

December 15th Johnny Russell, Thom Bresh  $20.00

1998

April 7th Kingsmen, Paul Revere & The Raiders $20.00/15.00

October 9th  Charlie Daniels and Andy Childs $20.00/15.00



Veterans Memorial Auditorium events throughout the years

17

1999

January 2nd  Mannheim Steamroller   $38.50/18.50

April 12th  Oldies Concert    $15.00

April 13th  Steve Miller Band   $25.00

May 3rd  N’Sync w/ Blaque, Tatyana Ali $27.75

May 17th Patti Cross, Thom Bresh, John Anderson $20.00

September 11th 98 Degrees w/ Jessica Simpson $27.75

October 5th  Joe Diffy, Heather Miles  $15.00

2000

April 17th  BJ Thomas and Billy Joe Royal $15.00

October 3rd  Country Concert w/ Mustang Sally $15.00

2001

April 14th  Beatlemania    $15.00

June 2nd  Bill Gaither    $25.50/18.50

September 28th Bellamy Brothers, Lacy J. Dalton $15.00

October 19th  Michael W. Smith   $34.50/29.50/25.50/19.50

December 2nd  Ozzy Osbourne w/ Rob Zombie

2002

April 14th  Beatlemania    $20.00

June 23rd  3 Faces of Elvis   $42.25

July 21st  Nelly and Saint Lunatics  $33.50

September 28th John Anderson, The Larkins  $20

November 23rd John Mellencamp w/ Alice Peacock $47.75/37.75

2003

April 11th  Shake, Rattle, & Soul   $20.00

May 30th  Bill Gaither    $29.75/19.75

June 7th  Def Leppard w/ Ricky Warwick $42.50/32.50

August 13th  Cher     $79.75/59.75/39.75

2004

September 4th  Hall & Oates    $55.5/45.25/35.25

October 1st  Bill Gaither

2005

April 2nd  Larry the Cable Guy   $37.25

April 11th  Motley Crue

2007

November 2nd  Ozzy Osbourne w/ Rob Zombie $69.75/49.75

November 15th Moscow Ballet   $100.00/75.00/65.00/45.00/25.00
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2008

JamFest

2009

January 24th  Winter Jam    $10.00

February 19th  Trippin Billies    $11.00/6.00

2010

Winter Jam

January 1-3  Curious George   $29.00/20.00/16.00/13.00

January 16  MCC     $50.00/40.00/35.00/25.00

April 30-May 2  Shrine Circus    $16.00/14.00/7.00

September 5  MCC     $50.00/40.00/35.00/25.00

November 25  MCC     $50.00/40.00/35.00/25.00


